


Stand and make sign of cross
God, come to my assistance.
— Lord, make haste to help me.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit:

as it was in the beginning, is now,
and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.

HYMN

O Word proceeding from on high,
light coming from the Father’s light,
by birth you came to save the world
when time’s appointed course had run.

Now come and fill our hearts with light,
consume them in your love’s bright heat,
and when the herald’s cry is heard,

may all deceit be put to flight.

So when at length you come as Judge

to probe our hearts in thought and deed,
to weigh the guilt for hidden sin

and crown the just for deeds well done,

Let not the nature of our sins
detain us in the evil throng,

but let us with the blessed share
the life of heaven evermore.

To you, O Christ, most loving King,
and to the Father, glory be,

one with the Spirit Paraclete,
from age to age for evermore. Amen.

Metrical hymn, melody: Breslau, 8 8 8 8; first appeared in As Hymnodus Sacer,
Lei])zz’g, 1625, adapfed by Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy, 1809-1847

Plainsong, mode 11, melody 38; Liber Hymnarius, Solesmes, 1983, Text: Verbum

supernum prodiens, a Patre lumen exiens, 10th c.
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Sit or stand

PSALMODY
Antiphon 1

'This is our heavenly King; he comes with power and might to save
the nations, alleluia.

Psalm 104
Hymn to God the Creator

10 be in Christ means being a completely new creature. Everything of the old is gone,
now everything is made anew (2 Corinthians 5:17).

1

Bléss the Lérd, my séul! *
Lord Géd, how gréat you dre,
cléthed in méjesty and gléry, *

wrapped in light as in a rébe!

You strétch out the héavens like a tént. *
Above the rdins you build your dwélling.
You mike the cléuds your chiriot, *

and wilk on the wings of the wind,;

you méke the winds your méssengers *
and flishing fire your sérvants.

You féunded the éarth on its base, *

to stand firm from dge to dge.

You wrépped it with the 6cean like a cléak: *
the witers stood higher than the méuntains.

At your thréat they téok to flight;
at the véice of your thinder they fléd.
They rése over the méuntains and flowed déwn *

to the pldce which yéu had appéinted.
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You set the limits they might not pass *
lest they retirn to céver the éarth.

You make springs gush férth in the valleys: *
they fléw in betwéen the hills.

They give drink to all the béasts of the field; *
the wild-asses quénch their thirst.

On their banks dwell the birds of héaven; *
from the branches they sing their séng.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, ™
and to the Holy Spirit:

as it was in the beginning, is now, *
and will be for ever. Amen.

Antiphon

'This is our heavenly King; he comes with power and might to save
the nations, alleluia.

Antiphon 2

Daughter of Jerusalem, rejoice and be glad; your King will come to
you. Zion, do not fear; your Savior hastens on his way.

I

From your dwélling you witer the hills; *
éarth drinks its fill of your gift.

You mike the grass gréw for the cattle
and the plants to sérve man’s néeds,

that he may bring forth bréad from the éarth *
and wine to chéer man’s héart;

6il, to méke him glad *

and bréad to stréngthen man’s héart.

The trées of the Lérd drink their fill, *

the cédars he plinted on Lébanon;

thére the birds build their nésts: *

on the trée-top the stérk has her héme.

The géats find a héme on the méuntains *
and rabbits hide in the récks.
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You made the méon to mérk the ménths; *
the sin knows the time for its sétting.
When you spréad the darkness it is night *
and all the béasts of the férest creep férth.
The young lions réar for their préy *

and 4sk their féod from Géd.

At the rising of the stn they steal away ™
and g6 to rést in their déns.

Min goes forth to his wérk, *

to labor till évening falls.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, ™
and to the Holy Spirit:

as it was in the beginning, is now, *
and will be for ever. Amen.

Antiphon

Daughter of Jerusalem, rejoice and be glad; your King will come to
you. Zion, do not fear; your Savior hastens on his way.

Antiphon 3

Let us cleanse our hearts for the coming of our great King, that we
may be ready to welcome him; he is coming and will not delay.

g

How mdny are your wérks, O Lérd!
In wisdom you have made them 4ll.
'The éarth is fall of your riches.

Thére is the séa, vast and wide, T

with its méving swirms past céunting, *
living things gréat and small.

The ships are méving thére *

and the moénsters you made to pldy with.

All of thése look to yéu *

to give them their f6od in due séason.
You give it, they gither it Gp: *

you 6épen your hind, they have their fill.
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You hide your fice, they are dismayed; T

, L. . Tx
you tdke back your spirit, they die,
retirning to the dust from which they cdme.
You sénd forth your spirit, they are creited; *
and you renéw the face of the éarth.

May the gléry of the Lérd last foréver!
May the Lérd rejéice in his works!

He 160ks on the éarth and it trémbles; *

the moéuntains send forth smdéke at his téuch.

I will sing to the Lérd all my life, ™
make music to my Géd while I live.
May my théughts be pléasing to him.*
I find my jéy in the Lérd.

Let sinners vinish from the éarth F
and the wicked exist no moére. *

Bléss the Lérd, my séul.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, ™
and to the Holy Spirit:

as it was in the beginning, is now, *
and will be for ever. Amen.

Antiphon

Let us cleanse our hearts for the coming of our great King, that we
may be ready to welcome him; he is coming and will not delay.

VERSE
Lift up your heads and see.
— Your redemption is now at hand.
Sit
READINGS
First reading

From the book of the prophet Isaiah
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22:8b-23
Against the pride of Jerusalem and Shebna

On that day you looked to the weapons in the House of the For-
est; you saw that the breaches in the City of David were many; you
collected the water of the lower pool. You numbered the houses of
Jerusalem, tearing some down to strengthen the wall; you made a
reservoir between the two walls for the water of the old pool. But
you did not look to the city’s Maker, nor did you consider him who
built it long ago.

On that day the Lord,

the God of hosts, called on you
To weep and mourn,

to shave your head and put on sackcloth.
But look! you feast and celebrate,

you slaughter oxen and butcher sheep,
You eat meat and drink wine:

“Eat and drink, for tomorrow we die!”
'This reaches the ears of the Lord of hosts—

You shall not be pardoned this wickedness till you die,
says the Lord, the God of hosts.

'Thus says the Lord, the God of hosts:
Up, go to that official,
Shebna, master of the palace,

Who has hewn for himself a sepulcher on a height
and carved his tomb in the rock:

“What are you doing here, and what people have you here,
that here you have hewn for yourself a tomb?”

'The Lord shall hurl you down headlong, mortal man!
He shall grip you firmly

And roll you up and toss you like a ball
into an open land

To perish there, you and the chariots you glory in,
you disgrace to your master’s house!

I will thrust you from your office
and pull you down from your station.
On that day I will summon my servant

WWW. ebrewiary. com 7



Eliakim, son of Hilkiah;
I will clothe him with your robe,
and gird him with your sash,
and give over to him your authority.
He shall be a father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem,
and to the house of Judah.

I will place the key of the House of David on his shoulder;
when he opens, no one shall shut,
when he shuts, no one shall open.

I will fix him like a peg in a sure spot,
to be a place of honor for his family.

Responsory
Revelation 3:7, §

'This is the message of the holy and the true one, who holds the key
of David:

— Behold I have put before you an open door which no one is
able to close.

You have kept my word and have not denied my name.

— Behold I have put before you an open door which no one is
able to close.

Second reading

From a commentary on Isaiah by Eusebius of Caesarea, bishop
(Cap. 40: PG 24, 366-367)

The voice in the wilderness

The voice of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord,
make straight the paths of our God. The prophecy makes clear that it
is to be fulfilled, not in Jerusalem but in the wilderness: it is there
that the glory of the Lord is to appear, and God’s salvation is to be
made known to all mankind.

It was in the wilderness that God’s saving presence was proclaimed
by John the Baptist, and there that God’s salvation was seen. The
words of this prophecy were fulfilled when Christ and his glory

were made manifest to all: after his baptism the heavens opened,
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and the Holy Spirit in the form of a dove rested on him, and the
Father’s voice was heard, bearing witness to the Son: 7his is my
beloved Son, listen to him.

'The prophecy meant that God was to come to a deserted place, in-
accessible from the beginning. None of the pagans had any knowl-
edge of God, since his holy servants and prophets were kept from
approaching them. The voice commands that a way be prepared for
the Word of God: the rough and trackless ground is to be made
level, so that our God may find a highway when he comes. Prepare
the way of the Lord: the way is the preaching of the Gospel, the new
message of consolation, ready to bring to all mankind the knowl-

edge of God’s saving power.

Climb on a high mountain, bearer of good news to Zion. Lift up your
voice in strength, bearer of good news to Jerusalem. These words har-
monize very well with the meaning of what has gone before. They
refer opportunely to the evangelists and proclaim the coming of
God to men, after speaking of the voice crying in the wilderness.
Mention of the evangelists suitably follows the prophecy on John
the Baptist.

What does Zion mean if not the city previously called Jerusalem?
'This is the mountain referred to in that passage from Scripture:
Here is mount Zion, where you dwelt. The Apostle says: You have
come to mount Zion. Does not this refer to the company of the
apostles, chosen from the former people of the circumcision?

This is the Zion, the Jerusalem, that received God’s salvation. It
stands aloft on the mountain of God, that is, it is raised high on the
only-begotten Word of God. It is commanded to climb the high
mountain and announce the word of salvation. Who is the bearer
of the good news but the company of the evangelists? What does it
mean to bear the good news but to preach to all nations, but first of
all to the cities of Judah, the coming of Christ on earth?

Responsory
See Matthew 11:11, 9

'The herald of the Lord approaches, of whom the Lord says:
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— No one born of woman is greater than John the Baptist.

Truly this is a great prophet, and more than a prophet, of whom
the Lord says:

— No one born of woman is greater than John the Baptist.

Stand
TE DEUM

You are God: we praise you;

You are the Lord: we acclaim you;
You are the eternal Father:

All creation worships you.

To you all angels, all the powers of heaven,
Cherubim and Seraphim, sing in endless praise:
Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

'The glorious company of apostles praise you.
'The noble fellowship of prophets praise you.

'The white-robed army of martyrs praise you.

‘Throughout the world the holy Church acclaims you:
Father, of majesty unbounded,
your true and only Son, worthy of all worship,

and the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide.

You, Christ, are the King of glory,
the eternal Son of the Father.

When you became man to set us free
you did not spurn the Virgin’s womb.

You overcame the sting of death,
and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers.

You are seated at God’s right hand in glory.

We believe that you will come, and be our judge.

Come then, Lord, and help your people,
bought with the price of your own blood,
and bring us with your saints
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to glory everlasting.
CONCLUDING PRAYER
Let us pray.

God of power and mercy,

open our hearts in welcome.

Remove the things that hinder us from receiving Christ with joy,
so that we may share his wisdom

and become one with him

when he comes in glory,

for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

God, for ever and ever.

— Amen.

Acclamation
Let us praise the Lord.
— And give him thanks.
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