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Stand and make sign of cross
God, come to my assistance.
— Lord, make haste to help me.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit:

as it was in the beginning, is now,
and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.

HYMN

We honor you with hymns of praise,
O great Archangels, on this feast,
whose glorious light in vast array
reveals your rank in heaven’s court.

O Michael, Prince of heaven’s host,

whose flashing sword no foe can foil,

by your right hand give strength and powr,
that grace from God may do its work.

O Gabriel, whom God once chose
to herald myst’ries from on high,
help us to love and choose the paths
that ever shine with holy light.

O Raphael, draw near to us

and all who seek their heav’nly home;
drive from the body all disease

and bring true health to mind and soul.

And you, O dazzling angel hosts,
draw near and bring your heav’nly aid,
that we may find eternal joy

and blessing in your company.

All honor to the most high God,
the Father, Son, and Paraclete,
whom angel choirs with one accord
extol in song for evermore. Amen.

Metrical hymn, melody: St Venantius, 8§ 8 8 8; Rouen church melody, 1728

September 29, 2025



Plainsong, mode II1, melody 60; Liber Hymnarius, Solesmes, 1983%, Text: Festiva vos,
archangeli, Anselmo Lentini, O.S.B., 1901-1989

The English translation of Hymns and chants from The Liturgy of the Hours © 2023
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation (ICEL).

Reproduced from The Divine Office Hymnal (hymns #511/512). Copyright © 2023
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC (USCCB). Published
and distributed exclusively by GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL. To acquire the
Pew Edition or Accompaniment Edition of the hymnal with metrical hymn tunes and
plainsong melodies, visit www.giamusic.com.

Sit or stand

PSALMODY
Antiphon 1

'The sea grew turbulent and the earth trembled when Michael the
archangel came down from heaven.

Psalm 97
The glory of the Lord in his decrees for the world

This psalm foretells a world-wide salvation and that peoples of all nations will believe
in Christ (St. Athanasius).

'The Lord is king, let éarth rejoice, *
let 4ll the céastlands be glad.

Cléud and darkness are his rdiment; *
his thréne, jistice and right.

A fire prepires his path; *

it barns up his fées on every side.
His lightnings light up the wérld, *
the éarth trémbles at the sight.

The méuntains mélt like wix *

before the Lérd of dll the éarth.

The skies procldim his justice; *

all péoples sée his gléry.

Let thése who serve idols be ashdmed,
those who béast of their wérthless géds. *

All you spirits, wérship him.
Zion héars and is glad;
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the péople of Judah rejéice
becduse of your jadgments, O Lérd.

For y6u indéed are the Lérd,
most high above 4ll the éarth, ™
exdlted far abéve all spirits.

'The L6rd loves thése who hate évil: T
he guards the séuls of his siints; *
he séts them frée from the wicked.

Light shines frth for the jast *

and joy for the Gpright of héart.
Rejéice, you just, in the Lérd; *

give gléry to his hély name.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit:

as it was in the beginning, is now, *
and will be for ever. Amen.

Antiphon
'The sea grew turbulent and the earth trembled when Michael the
archangel came down from heaven.
Antiphon 2
'The angel Gabriel appeared to Zechariah and said: Your wife
Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall name him John.
Psalm 103
Praise for God's tender compassion

In the tender compassion of our God, the dawn from on high shall break upon us (see
Luke 1:78).

1
My séul, give thanks to the Lérd,
all my béing, bléss his holy name.
My séul, give thanks to the Lérd *

and néver forgét all his bléssings.

It is hé who forgives all your guilt, *

who héals every éne of your ills,
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who redéems your life from the grive, *
who créwns you with l6ve and compdssion,
who fills your life with good things, *
renéwing your yéuth like an éagle’s.

The Lérd does déeds of justice, *

gives judgment for all who are oppréssed.
He made knéwn his wiys to Méses *
and his déeds to Israel’s s6ns.

'The Lérd is compission and 16ve, *

slow to dnger and rich in mércy.

His wrath will céme to an énd;

he will nét be dngry for éver.

He does not tréat us accérding to our sins *
nor repdy us accérding to our faults.

For as the héavens are high above the éarth *
so stréng is his l6ve for those who féar him.
As far as the éast is from the wést ©

so far does he remdéve our sins.

. . *
As a father has compassion on his sons,

the Lord has pity on those who fear him.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit:

as it was in the beginning, is now, *
and will be for ever. Amen.

Antiphon
'The angel Gabriel appeared to Zechariah and said: Your wife

Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall name him John.

Antiphon 3

I am the angel Raphael, I stand in the presence of the Lord; as for
you, bless the Lord, and proclaim his wonderful deeds.

I

For he knows of what we are made, *
he remembers that we are dust.
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As for mén, his ddys are like grass; *
he fléwers like the fléwer of the field;
the wind bléws and hé is géne *

and his place never sées him agdin.

But the 16ve of the Lérd is everlsting *
upon thése who héld him in féar;

his justice reaches 6ut to children’s children
when they kéep his cévenant in trith, *
when they kéep his will in their mind.

The Lérd has set his swéy in héaven *
and his kingdom is rdling over 4ll.

Give thanks to the Lérd, all his dngels,
mighty in péwer, fulfilling his wérd, *
who héed the véice of his wérd.

Give thanks to the Lérd, all his hésts, *
his sérvants who dé his will.

Give thanks to the Lérd, all his works,

. 2 ) , *
in évery place where he rdles.

My séul, give thinks to the Lord!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit:

as it was in the beginning, is now, *
and will be for ever. Amen.

Antiphon

I am the angel Raphael, I stand in the presence of the Lord; as for
you, bless the Lord, and proclaim his wonderful deeds.

VERSE

Bless the Lord, all his angels.
— Mighty in power and obedient to his word.

September 29, 2025 6



Sit
READINGS

First reading

From the book of Revelation
12:1-17a
Michael’s battle with the dragon

A great sign appeared in the sky, a woman clothed with the sun,
with the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve
stars. Because she was with child, she wailed aloud in pain as she
labored to give birth. Then another sign appeared in the sky: it was
a huge dragon, flaming red, with seven heads and ten horns; on his
heads were seven diadems. His tail swept a third of the stars from

the sky and hurled them down to the earth.

'Then the dragon stood before the woman about to give birth, ready
to devour her child when it should be born. She gave birth to a
son—a boy destined to shepherd all the nations with an iron rod.
Her child was caught up to God and to his throne. The woman
herself fled into the desert, where a special place had been prepared
for her by God; there she was taken care of for twelve hundred and
sixty days.

‘Then war broke out in heaven; Michael and his angels battled
against the dragon. Although the dragon and his angels fought back,
they were overpowered and lost their place in heaven. The huge
dragon, the ancient serpent known as the devil or Satan, the seducer
of the whole world, was driven out; he was hurled down to earth and
his minions with him.

'Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say:

“Now have salvation and power come,

the reign of our God and the authority of his Anointed One.
For the accuser of our brothers is cast out,

who night and day accused them before our God.
'They defeated him by the blood of the Lamb

and by the word of their testimony;

love for life did not deter them from death.
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So rejoice, you heavens,

and you that dwell therein!
But woe to you, earth and sea,

tor the devil has come down upon you!
His fury knows no limits,

for he knows his time is short.”

When the dragon saw that he had been cast down to the earth,

he pursued the woman who had given birth to the boy. But the
woman was given the wings of a gigantic eagle so that she could

fly off to her place in the desert, where, far from the serpent, she
could be taken care of for a year and for two and a half years more.
'The serpent, however, spewed a torrent of water out of his mouth to
search out the woman and sweep her away. The earth then came to
the woman’s rescue by opening its mouth and swallowing the flood
which the dragon spewed out of his mouth.

Enraged at her escape, the dragon went off to make war on the rest
of her offspring, on those who keep God’s commandments and give
witness to Jesus.

Responsory
See Revelation 12:7, 10; 19:1

‘There was silence in heaven when the dragon fought with Michael
the archangel.

— 'Then I heard a loud voice crying out: Salvation, glory and
power belong to the almighty God.

Now salvation and power have come; the reign of our God and the
authority of Christ are at hand.

— 'Then I heard a loud voice crying out: Salvation, glory and
power belong to the almighty God.

Second reading

From a homily on the Gospels by Saint Gregory the Great, pope
(Hom. 34, 8-9: PL 76, 1250-1251)

The word “angel” denotes a function rather than a nature

You should be aware that the word “angel” denotes a function rather
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than a nature. Those holy spirits of heaven have indeed always

been spirits. They can only be called angels when they deliver some
message. Moreover, those who deliver messages of lesser importance
are called angels; and those who proclaim messages of supreme
importance are called archangels.

And so it was that not merely an angel but the archangel Gabriel
was sent to the Virgin Mary. It was only fitting that the highest
angel should come to announce the greatest of all messages.

Some angels are given proper names to denote the service they are
empowered to perform. In that holy city, where perfect knowledge
flows from the vision of almighty God, those who have no names
may easily be known. But personal names are assigned to some, not
because they could not be known without them, but rather to denote
their ministry when they came among us. Thus, Mlichael means

“Who is like God”; Gabriel is “The Strength of God”; and Raphael
is “God’s Remedy.”

Whenever some act of wondrous power must be performed, Michael
is sent, so that his action and his name may make it clear that no one
can do what God does by his superior power. So also our ancient foe
desired in his pride to be like God, saying: I wi/l ascend into heaven;

I will exalt my throne above the stars of heaven; I will be like the Most
High. He will be allowed to remain in power until the end of the
world when he will be destroyed in the final punishment. Then, he
will fight with the archangel Michael, as we are told by John: A battle
was fought with Michael the archangel.

So too Gabriel, who is called God’s strength, was sent to Mary. He
came to announce the One who appeared as a humble man to quell
the cosmic powers. Thus God’s strength announced the coming of
the Lord of the heavenly powers, mighty in battle.

Raphael means, as I have said, God’s remedy, for when he touched
Tobit’s eyes in order to cure him, he banished the darkness of his
blindness. Thus, since he is to heal, he is rightly called God’s remedy.
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Responsory
See Revelation 8:3, 4; Daniel 7:10

An angel stood by the altar, holding a golden censer; a large quantity

of incense was given to him,

— and clouds of incense rose from the hand of the angel in the
presence of the Lord.

‘Thousands upon thousands waited on him, and myriads upon
myriads stood before him.

— And clouds of incense rose from the hand of the angel in the
presence of the Lord.

Stand
TE DEUM

You are God: we praise you,

You are the Lord: we acclaim you;
You are the eternal Father:

All creation worships you.

To you all angels, all the powers of heaven,

Cherubim and Seraphim, sing in endless praise:
Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

'The glorious company of apostles praise you.
'The noble fellowship of prophets praise you.

'The white-robed army of martyrs praise you.

‘Throughout the world the holy Church acclaims you:
Father, of majesty unbounded,
your true and only Son, worthy of all worship,
and the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide.

You, Christ, are the King of glory,
the eternal Son of the Father.

When you became man to set us free
you did not spurn the Virgin’s womb.

You overcame the sting of death,
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and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers.

You are seated at God’s right hand in glory.
We believe that you will come, and be our judge.

Come then, Lord, and help your people,
bought with the price of your own blood,
and bring us with your saints

to glory everlasting.

CONCLUDING PRAYER

Let us pray.
God our Father,

in a wonderful way you guide the work of angels and men.
May those who serve you constantly in heaven
keep our lives safe from all harm on earth.

Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.

— Amen.

Acclamation
Let us praise the Lord.
— And give him thanks.
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